
Kalamazoo County 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

 
December 7, 2016 

 
Members Present:  Vern Johnson, Daniel Moyle, Kevin Wordelman, Jim Pearson, Meredith Place, Patricia Crowley, Jeff 
Sorensen, Mike Leeuw, Richard Ford 
 
Members Absent:  Shannan Deater, David Harn, Andrew Nieboer, Stephanie Moore, Francis Bell 
 
Environmental Health:  Lucus Pols, Mark Thomas, Chelsea Frederick, Aaron Hoogenboom 
 
Also attending:  Lynne Norman (HCS), Julie Pioch (MSUE), Cari Endert (MDARD), Amber Beebe (Kalamazoo County Assistant 
Corporation Counsel) 
 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION FOLLOW-UP 

1.  Welcome - 
Introductions 

   

2.  Citizen 
Comments 

   

3.  Approval of 
Minutes 
 

Minutes were approved for October 12, 2016   

4. Cari Endert, 
MDARD 
Presentation on 
Michigan Food 
and Agriculture 
Industry 
 
 
 

Cari Endert from MDARD gave a presentation on the 
Michigan food and agriculture industry.  Cari works in the 
dairy division in Barry and Allegan Counties.   
Michigan’s food and dairy industry contributes 101.2 billion 
dollars annually to Michigan’s economy, with 3.2 billion in 
exports annually. There are more than 2000 food 
processors in Michigan.  There is a great opportunity for 
growth in Michigan’s food industry, leading to a stronger 
economy and more jobs. Food production in our nation 
needs to increase to keep up with population growth, but 
we only have 10-15% of the land available that is needed 
to keep up with population growth.  Michigan has an 
advantage in this area because we are located in the 
middle of 20% of the world’s fresh water, we have high 
quality soil, a great climate, we are 2nd most diverse in 
production agriculture, we have innovative thinkers, and 
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great technology access.  
What does Food and Dairy do?  Perform evaluations, 
investigate consumer complaints, assure the removal of 
recalled products, collect samples for testing, and respond 
to food and dairy emergencies.   
What do they do for compliance assistance and business 
development?  Recommend and develop programs with 
policies, guide and advise new food and dairy businesses 
for startups, connect businesses to needed resources, and 
provide marketing resources for new businesses.  They 
have an online magazine at www.miagriculture.com. 
Questions for Cari:  
Patricia Crowley: How is dairy doing in southwest 
Michigan?  In Cari’s counties prices have plummeted in 
the past year and there is no end in sight.  The reason is 
that exports have dropped off from 14% in 2014 to 6% in 
2015.  Europe is not taking in nearly as much milk, and 
cow’s milk consumption has decreased worldwide.  
Michigan’s milk production has increased but we don’t 
have enough processing capabilities in our state.   

5.  EH Program 
Update: 
-Non-Potable 
Water Well 
Permitting 
Program.  
Presentation by 
Lucus Pols 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Potable Water Well Permitting Program: Lucus gave 
an update on the non-potable water well permitting 
program.  We currently do not require permits for non-
potable water wells.  Because we don’t permit them, it is 
possible for someone to drill a well in the groundwater 
restricted zone without our knowledge.  We want to assure 
that wells are not drilled in the groundwater restricted zone 
or any other zone of contamination.  If non-potable wells 
required permits, we could assure they are not drilled in a 
groundwater restricted zone.  The inspection would also 
provide valuable information to the homeowner about 
water quality, area well depths, and would allow us to 
ensure compliance with the water well construction code 
with a post drilling inspection.  Requiring permits would 
give us the ability to deny permits and provide deviations 
as necessary.  Lucus explained current well permit fees, 
what’s included in those fees, typical turnaround times for 
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Questions: 
 
 
 
 

the permit, and inspection of the drilled well.   
We would like EHAC to support changes to the current 
sanitary code regarding non-potable well permits for wells 
that draw less than 70GPM.  This may include wells used 
for heat exchange, industrial use, irrigation, re-charge, and 
test water wells that draw less than 70GPM.  We will take 
a vote today, and if this were to be supported today, we 
would draft a letter of support to be sent to the Kalamazoo 
County Administration.   
Vern commented on the reason for not trying to require 
permitting on large withdrawal wells that draw 70GPM or 
more such as agriculture irrigation wells and industrial 
water wells.  It would be premature to do this, since it 
requires collaboration on the state level with MDEQ, 
MDARD, MSU Extension, and the Conservation District.  
These groups are already meeting to primarily discuss 
agricultural wells. Act 368 is outdated, it has not kept up 
with technology in agriculture, so at this time it would be 
problematic to try to apply a standard that hasn’t kept up 
with the technology.  Updating the code would happen on 
the state level, with multiple layers of state-level 
government looking at these water supplies and the code 
involved. As a local government, we are in a holding 
pattern while we wait and see what the state decides. 
Local public health does have a voice in this, it’s just too 
premature and problematic for us to tackle at this time. 
Lucus comments regarding the timeline of the project.  If 
we have a favorable vote today, a letter will be drafted to 
the Kalamazoo County Administration and presented to 
the Board of Commissioner’s in April, and then a public 
hearing in May 2017.   
 
Patricia Crowley: What are the primary uses of non-
potable wells drawing less than 70GPM?  
Vern: Lawn irrigation, home garden/small agriculture 
operation, mostly homeowner use.  A breakdown of 2016 
so far: Non-potable wells have been installed for 1 heat 
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pump, 9 irrigation wells less than 70GPM, and 4 large 
withdrawal irrigation wells.  
  
Meredith Place: Are any of the new non-potable wells 
were drilled in a restricted zone?   
Vern: Absent a permitting program, if a well is drilled in a 
restricted zone and we get a well log for the well, we have 
to tell the homeowner to abandon the well.  If a permit is 
required for the well, we would deny the permit so the well 
never gets drilled.  Meredith verified that this permitting 
would not include the large quantity withdrawal wells. Vern 
answered large quantity withdrawal wells are currently 
reviewed and approved by the state.  The state does keep 
careful track of the contamination zones and would deny a 
permit in a restricted zone.  The four permitted this year 
are all in the southern portion of the county and are all 
agricultural irrigation wells, none are in a contamination 
area. 
   
Patricia Crowley: Are heat pumps a concern, how much is 
a permit for a heat pump well, and is that something we 
want to discourage?   
Vern: We should actually encourage heat pumps.  It is 
$169 for the permit, it covers siting in the well, making sure 
it’s on the property, and it’s not impacting any 
contamination zone.  
  
Jeff Sorenson: In a wellhead protection zone, what will the 
rules be for a local water well, is it allowed or not allowed? 
Vern:  When someone proposes to drill within a wellhead 
protection zone, it may be denied. 
 
Richard Ford:  70GPM seems like a lot. How much does a 
heat pump withdraw/put back in? 
Vern: We use the 70GPM because that’s a state statute, 
for the state anything that’s less than 70GPM doesn’t have 
to go through the large withdrawal review process.  It is a 
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lot, a typical garden hose runs about 3 gallons per minute.  
Most irrigation wells we deal with aren’t capable of 
producing that amount of water, typically a standard pump 
in a 4 or 5 inch well will produce 30-40 gallons per minute.  
Richard asked if perhaps that 70GPM standard should be 
changed.  Vern replied no, the point is trying to isolate 
down the agricultural wells, the central pivots that are 
producing 300-500 gallons per minute of water. They 
could be pumping so much water that it could influence 
someone else’s ability to get water, artificially lowering the 
water table. 
 
Jeff Sorenson: If we have a sewer project and a contractor 
has to do a de-watering project of a well, is that something 
that is permitted or not? 
Vern: Typically de-watering wells are of shallower design, 
which would not be something that we would be looking at 
at this time. 
 
Patricia Crowley: What about monitoring wells?   
Vern: Test wells yes, monitoring wells no because they are 
under DEQ oversight. 
 
Amber Beebe: What if someone fails to get a permit for a 
well, what are the repercussions? 
Vern:  Once we get board of commissioner approval, we 
are planning to educate drillers regarding non-potable 
wells now requiring a permit. If a well is drilled without a 
permit there is a double fee, and the well is inspected to 
make sure it complies with the current code.  If it’s a 
chronic problem with a driller it could affect their 
registration to drill in the state. 
Kevin Wordelman also mentioned there is a built-in 
financial penalty if the driller has to plug and re-drill a well 
at their expense. 
 
Meredith Place: Voiced concern over not including the 
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Vote: 
 
 
 

large agriculture wells in this request.  Would feel better if 
she knew more about what the different groups in the state 
are talking in regards to these wells and what their timeline 
is to improving regulations. 
Vern: We have put in a tremendous amount of research 
and time to bring ourselves up to speed on these large 
withdrawal ag wells.  He summarized the reasons we can’t 
include these wells in our proposal at this time, including 
the fact that the current act is antiquated because the 
technology has changed and the statute needs to be 
updated.  It needs to be uniform across 44 jurisdictions, 
and the discussions were already taking place with 
MDARD and DEQ when we started this process.  If we 
were to put these wells in our request right now, we would 
have to use the current statute, and it doesn’t fit with 
current technology and issues.  Vern believes in 2017 the 
state will have an updated statute we can apply to these 
large withdrawal agricultural wells.  It needs to be 
consistent through the state of Michigan. 
 
Kevin Wordelman reiterated the importance of continuing 
to monitor the situation with the large ag wells, and make it 
a point to revisit this in a year from today to see where 
they are and make sure progress is being made.  
  
Motion to vote made and supported, Jim Pearson takes a 
roll call vote of the 9 members present.  Vote is unanimous 
in favor of recommending the change in sanitary code to 
require a permit for non-potable water wells drawing less 
than 70GPM.  
  

6. Member Term 
Update and 2017 
Draft Meeting 
Schedule 

2 memberships need to be renewed.  Dan Moyle will stay 
on with us.  Andrew Neiboer’s term is due also.  Andrew 
re-applied and will be interviewed for the position. 
A list of proposed meeting dates for 2017 was distributed 
to members. Members should e-mail Vern with any dates 
that don’t work for them and if we need to adjust the 
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meeting schedule we can.  Jim Pearson mentioned the 
importance of making sure we have a quorum for the 
meetings. 

7. Member 
Comments 
 

Richard Ford:  Portage had 3 new water and sewer 
projects yesterday brought before the board. They have 
passed a resolution for a trail.  Pat Crowley asked if they 
require residents to hook up to sewer when a new sewer 
in installed in Portage.  Richard answered no, they don’t 
require it unless their system fails or certain conditions are 
met.  It is less expensive for residents to hook up initially 
rather than later.   
 
Dan Moyle:  Road Commission is ready for snow.   
 
Vern Johnson:  February 8th meeting we will have year-
end numbers to go over.  Vern thanked all the members 
for their participation and feedback throughout the year. 
 
Jim Pearson:  Both Pat Crowley and Jim are on the Austin 
Lake governmental lake board.  They have been doing an 
aeration project for 5 years.  Will be getting the report in 
January and may share in February meeting how that is 
working. 
 
Jeff Sorenson:  Appreciates that our group is very diverse 
with different organizations within the county working 
together, and he appreciates being part of the group. 
 
Patricia Crowley:  Has been having continual problems 
with dumping, primarily with apartment owners vacating 
their residence and throwing their property into drains or 
nearest stream.  She doesn’t know enough about waste 
management to know what the overall picture is to help 
prohibit the dumping.  Where does she go for help with 
this problem.  Vern Johnson asked to speak to her 
regarding this problem to see what can be done.   
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Meredith Place:  Thanks the group for all they have been 
doing on the subject at hand and that it is a pleasure to 
serve on the committee. 
 
Kevin Wordelman:  At the board meeting last night, 
commissioner McGraw from Portage requested a loan for 
a study of Gourdneck Lake for the Gourdneck Lake 
Association.  Kevin feels perhaps when a group wants a 
loan such as this relating to lake water it should be feted 
through our council before it goes before the Kalamazoo 
County Board of Commissioners.  This hasn’t been 
practiced in the past.  Response from Jim was that 
governmental lake boards are their own entity, so that 
legal entity is making the request of the county 
commission.  Kevin thinks EHAC could view and sign off 
on these requests prior to it going before the board. Jim 
mentioned that the lake board has the power of 
assessment on their own, they don’t need county 
approval.  Kevin reiterated that his question is more about 
the role of our committee and whether we should be 
involved in such things.  Vern said the by-laws show it can 
come from the Board of Commissioners to us, they can 
request that we evaluate the request and respond back 
with a recommendation.  It does needs to fit with our 
environmental focus.   
 
Mike Leeuw:  His business does a lot at WMU with 
concessions, and what a great season for Western 
Football.  Sold lots of hot dogs, it’s great for the whole 
community. 
 
Jim called the meeting to an end and asked for a motion to 
adjourn for the year.  
 
 
Next meeting February 8, 2017. 


